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SUPPLEMENTARY 
AGENDA 
 

Meeting London Assembly 
(Mayor’s Question Time) 

Date Thursday 17 January 2019 

Time 10.00 am 

Place Chamber, City Hall, The Queen's 
Walk, London, SE1 2AA 

Copies of all the reports available for this meeting and any attachments may be found at  
www.london.gov.uk/mayor-assembly/london-assembly/whole-assembly 
 
Most meetings of the London Assembly and its Committees are webcast live at 
www.london.gov.uk/mayor-assembly/london-assembly/webcasts where you can also view past 
meetings. 
 

In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Chair has agreed 

to accept the attached report as an item of urgent business in order to allow its consideration at 

the very earliest opportunity to secure the services of the proposed expert support in time for 

the beginning of the Examination of Public.  
 

8. Any Other Business 
 Examination in Public: Provision of Expert Support 
 
 The attached report sets out a proposal of the Planning Committee to commission the services 

of external expert support in the Assembly’s approach to the London Plan Examination in 

Public.  

 

 

Ed Williams, Executive Director of Secretariat 
14 January 2019 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor-assembly/london-assembly/whole-assembly
http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor-assembly/london-assembly/webcasts
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City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA 
Enquiries: 020 7983 4100 minicom: 020 7983 4458 www.london.gov.uk 

 

Subject: Examination in Public: Provision of 
Expert Support  

Report to: London Assembly (Mayor’s Question Time) 

Report of:  Executive Director of Secretariat Date:  17 January 2019 

This report will be considered in public 

1. Summary  

1.1 This report sets out the Planning Committee’s proposal to use the services of Joanna 

Chambers MRTPI to support its work.  

2. Recommendations 

2.1      That the Assembly approves expenditure up to a maximum of £10,000 from the 

2018/19 scrutiny programme budget, to commission Joanna Chambers MRTPI to carry out 

the technical advice and support outlined at paragraph 4.2. 

 

2.2      That the Assembly notes that the Executive Director of the Secretariat, in consultation       

with the Chair of the Planning Committee, will commission the external consultant, 

subject to the Assembly approving this expenditure.  

3. Background   

3.1 The Chair and Deputy Chair of the Planning Committee have indicated that they would like 

independent expert support for Assembly Members during the course of the Examination in Public 

(EiP) of the London Plan. This is to ensure that all Assembly Members have access to additional 

expert support, over and above that being provided by the Secretariat.  

4. Issues for Consideration  

4.1 The Assembly has been selected to speak on 53 individual matters throughout the course of the EiP, 

which runs from January to May 2019. This will involve a significant amount of work for the 

Planning scrutiny team to support Assembly Members by preparing written briefings, summaries of 

consultation responses, technical analysis and other materials. 

 

4.2 Now the timetable for the EiP sessions has been finalised, a number of ‘pinch points’ in relation to 

various tasks has been identified and a priority has emerged for expert, high-level, support at the 

individual EiP sessions. This will involve representing the Assembly on a number of detailed technical 

Page 1

Agenda Item 8a



        

planning discussions as well as providing briefings for Members where they will be representing the 

Assembly in person. 

 

4.3 The Chair of the Planning Committee contacted the Royal Town and Planning Institute (RTPI) and 

they advised speaking to Joanna Chambers MRTPI to see if she was available to provide support. 

The work specification is for high-level planning support to summarise and assess relevant policy 

documents and submissions, to brief Assembly Members and to speak on their behalf when required. 

The work specification therefore requires someone with experience of and detailed knowledge of the 

London Plan and relevant policy documents and with the gravitas to speak on behalf of the 

Assembly. Given the uncertain timing of the support required the proposal is to establish a call-down 

contract set to a maximum of £10,000 to cover the period January to May 2019 and to cover all of 

the 53 Matters for which the Assembly has been called to participate in. 

4.4  The Assembly’s Decision Making Framework includes a requirement that all four of the following 

criteria be considered by committees in deciding whether external technical assistance is required 

and appropriate on any given project: 

a) That the proposed project requiring technical assistance is clearly and tightly defined.  This 

would ordinarily mean that the consultant would be used for a discrete piece of technical 

analysis or research rather than simply as an adviser for the whole of a scrutiny; 

b) That the proposed project cannot be readily undertaken by in-house staff, either because of a 

lack of necessary expertise or because of a lack of capacity; 

c) That the analysis required from consultants is not readily available and cannot be acquired 

elsewhere; and 

d) That the information required from consultants would be a significant contribution to the aims 

of the scrutiny.  Technical assistance to scrutiny committees involves in most cases the analysis 

of information or data provided to the committee, rather than primary research. 

4.5 These four criteria have been addressed below: 

a) The assistance is required to review written evidence from participants to the Examination in 

Public, produce summaries of relevant consultation responses and to brief Assembly Members 

and, when required, represent the Assembly;  

b) External support is required because the volume of work required to support all Assembly 

Members goes beyond what can be managed in-house and Members wish to be able to call on 

someone with the experience and gravitas to speak on their behalf if they so wish;  

c) This kind of support is bespoke and cannot be readily sourced from elsewhere given the 

timelines the Assembly is working to; and 

d) The support is seen as urgent to provide Assembly members with the specialist advice that such 

the Assembly’s representation at the Examination in Public requires.   

5 Legal Implications 

5.1 Section 59 of the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (as amended) (the GLA Act) requires the 

Assembly to keep under review the exercise by the Mayor of his statutory functions.  Section 54(1) 

of the GLA Act enables the Assembly to arrange for any of its functions to be discharged by a 

committee or sub-committee of the Assembly or by a single member of the Assembly.  
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5.2 The Contracts Code enables the Executive Director of Secretariat to procure technical support.  

Under the Assembly’s decision-making framework the Executive Director of Secretariat can award 

consultancy contracts up to £50,000. 

6 Financial Implications 

6.1 All costs of up to £10,000 arising from the appointment of Joanna Chambers MRTPI will be met 

from the 2018/19 scrutiny programme budget.  

6.2 The contract would be let and managed in accordance with relevant GLA policies and procedures.  

As this project is consultancy based, the requirements of the GLA’s Expenses and Benefits 

Framework and the Financial Regulations would also be adhered to. 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

None 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: 

None 

 

Contact Officer: Richard Derecki, Senior Manager  

Telephone: 020 7983 4899 

Email: richard.derecki@london.gov.uk  
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